15th May 2020 COVID Safeguarding Newsletter

This is a #COVIDSafeguarding support special edition. Please find attached and links below. Please share with your partners.
Please also use FuturesNHS Safeguarding #COVID Safeguarding for up to date news and publications.

Attached: Unseen UK: Modern Slavery eLearning 
Attached: Unseen UK: Newsletter May 2020
Attached: NSPCC: Case Review Update
Attached: Children’s Social Care: Programme Newsletter 
Attached: Dr Peter Green: Risks to children and young people during covid-19 Pandemic 
Attached: Healthcare Conference UK: Masterclass: Safeguarding Adults NHS Level 4
Attached: Modern Slavery: Newsletter 

Dr Carter Singh. #DomesticAbuse for the Punjabi/Asian community: https://twitter.com/drcartersingh/status/1257954794473472000?s=21 
British Medical Journal. Wider collateral damage to children in the UK because of the social distancing measures designed to reduce the impact of COVID-19 in adults: https://bmjpaedsopen.bmj.com/content/bmjpo/4/1/e000701.full.pdf 
Gov. Apply for the Food Charities Grant Fund:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-apply-for-the-food-charities-grant-fund 
Preparing for Adulthood. Resources: https://www.preparingforadulthood.org.uk/ 
National Lottery. Grants to help people: https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/under10k 
Gov. Accessing Food Essentials: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-accessing-food-and-essential-supplies 
Gov. Food for vulnerable people: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIpvvfywO2m3gKOutCL4BJoVw6bxyF0S/view 
Keep Safe. Resources: https://www.keepsafe.org.uk/posters 
First You. Wellbeing resources for healthcare workers: https://firstyou.org/ 
Future Learn. Adult Safeguarding Course, starts 18th May: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/level-3-safeguarding-adults      
Gov. Implementing protective measures in education: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 
Gov. Opening schools and educational settings to more pupils from 1 June: guidance for parents and carers: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
Women’s Aid. Safety and support resources: https://www.womensaid.org.uk/covid-19-coronavirus-safety-and-support-resources/ 
NHS E/I. Stopping over medication of people with a learning disability, autism or both (STOMP): https://www.england.nhs.uk/learning-disabilities/improving-health/stomp/ 

MCA/LPS legal updates 
National MCA Forum. COVID Support Webinars: http://autonomy.essex.ac.uk/covid-19/ 
39 Essex Chambers. The Court of Protection and transparency: https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/the-court-of-protection-and-transparency/ 
39 Essex Chambers. Remote Assessment Webinar: https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/remote-assessments-webinar/ 
 
Best wishes 
Anneliese 

Anneliese Hillyer-Thake
Head of Safeguarding Transformation
Nursing Leadership and Quality (South West)
NHS England and NHS Improvement
Jenner House, Langley Park
Chippenham, Wiltshire
SN15 1GG
Mobile: 07918368464
Email: ahillyer-thake@nhs.net
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COVID-19 AND MODERN SLAVERY

The coronavirus crisis has affected the most vulnerable in our society the most, which includes those who are trafficked and

exploited. The crisis will exacerbate some conditions under which Modern Slavery operates and we must give extra vigilance

to these areas.

Whilst intelligence reports may be down during this period, exploitation is still occurring.

e Modern Slavery will become even less visible under social distancing measures - the public are no longer using
businesses and services, or travelling, and statutory agencies have in places reduced routine visits to premises where

exploitation may occur.

e Some sectors are seeing shortfalls in available staff, which may encourage traffickers to target them. Agriculture,
horticulture, social care, construction and food processing may especially be susceptible.

e Covid-19 may exacerbate existing vulnerabilities and make individuals more susceptible to exploiters — economic
hardship and job loss, eviction, and domestic violence may contribute.

e Social distancing measures may make children more vulnerable to sexual exploitation, and they may have limited access
to peer groups and school support.

e Victims of trafficking may be moved to more risky forms of exploitation as 'legitimate' placements end due to lockdown.

¢ Victims of trafficking are less likely to have access to healthcare, and may be unable to control their travel or living
arrangements.

e Survivors of Modern Slavery may return to exploiters due to economic hardship created by Covid-19 or due to the
emotional strain of the crisis.

¢ Organised crime groups may move to more risky migration routes as legitimate routes are closed. Migrants similarly may
use unregulated routes to travel and become vulnerable to traffickers.

e Exploiters may move to private transport such as taxis and minibuses as a means to move victims - including for County
Lines drug dealing.

e Victims of trafficking may be made destitute as their 'employment' ends and be housed in hotels, where they may be
further targeted by traffickers.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

The National Referral Mechanism is still accepting referrals.

The Modern Slavery Helpline is still open 27/4 08000 121 700 to frontline staff, the public, and victims.




https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms

https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/



Below are a range of resources that may be of use during the Covid-19 outbreak.

Supporting_people with no recourse to public funds

Working with migrants and refugees during the Covid-19 crisis

NHS Covid-19 Modern Slavery factsheet

The Children's Society blog on abuse and neglect during Covid-19

The Human Trafficking Foundation has launched a website dedicated to gathering resources about Modern
Slavery during Covid-19. Updated regularly at https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/covid-19-resources.

Unseen elearning,

Unseen's elearning will be available from Monday 4th May. The cost advertised online is £65 per individual.
Group discounts offering significant savings are available for small and large organisations. Contact
training@unseenuk.org for a quote for your organisation.

Individual enrolments can be purchased here: https://unseen.learnworlds.com/

Supporting_homeless people

Shiva Foundation Training for Hotel Staff (noted as particularly important with hotels being used to house
homeless populations who potentially have been trafficked). They provide a free training package for hotel staff
specifically: http://www.shivafoundation.org.uk/blueprint/training/.

What is Modern Slavery?

Modern slavery is an umbrella term encompassing slavery, servitude, forced or compulsory labour and human trafficking.
Victims of modern slavery are unable to leave their situation of exploitation, controlled by threats, punishment, violence,
coercion and deception.

This might be labour exploitation, sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, criminal exploitation or organ harvesting.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE Shows signs of physical or psychological abuse, look malnourished or unkempt, anxious/agitated
or appear withdrawn and neglected. They may have untreated injuries.

ISOLATION Rarely be allowed to travel on their own, seem under the control, influence of others, rarely interact or appear
unfamiliar with their neighbourhood or where they work.

POOR LIVING CONDITIONS Be living in dirty, cramped or overcrowded accommodation, and/or living and working at the
same address.

RESTRICTED MOVEMENT Have no identification documents, have few personal possessions and always wear the same
clothes day in and day out. What clothes they do wear may not be suitable for their work.

UNUSUAL TRAVEL TIMES Be dropped off/collected for work on a regular basis either very early or late at night.
RELUCTANT TO SEEK HELP Avoid eye contact, appear frightened or hesitant to talk to strangers and fear law enforcers for

many reasons, such as not knowing who to trust or where to get help, fear of deportation, fear of violence to them or their
family.



https://www.aspartnership.org.uk/20200501142738539.pdf

https://www.aspartnership.org.uk/20200501142738539.pdf

https://www.aspartnership.org.uk/2020050114345455.pdf

https://www.aspartnership.org.uk/20200501143644461.pdf

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-and-blogs/our-blog/being-the-eyes-and-ears-spotting-signs-of-abuse-while-schools-are-closed
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New reviews added to the National repository

	

Case reviews update

View this email online

 	

 	

Welcome to the Case Reviews Update from NSPCC Learning for May 2020
 



The NSPCC Library hosts the National collection of case reviews. This update highlights case reviews recently added to the collection and features one of our Learning from case reviews briefings.






New in the collection






We have added seven case reviews to the collection this month featuring a number of issues including self-harm, child criminal exploitation, domestic abuse and home education.



Read reviews > 	






Learning



 	

  	


Parents who misuse substances: learning

Case reviews emphasise that professionals need to continue to reassess the potential risks that children in substance misusing households face.



Read our briefing > 	

  	

  





More learning from case reviews briefings





Looking for child protection research, resources or training? 





Visit NSPCC Learning | Ask us a question | Follow us @NSPCCLearning | Search our library





Looking for child protection
research or resources? 





Ask us a question 
Follow us @NSPCCLearning
Search our library



Follow us 	

 	 	 	 	 	

	

Contact us 
For safeguarding training, resources and consultancy
Call us on
0116 234 7246

Helplines
Help for adults concerned about a child
Call us on 0808 800 5000

Help for children and young people
Call Childline on 0800 1111	 

The NSPCC 
Weston House
42 Curtain Road
London
EC2A 3NH 

Incorporated by Royal Charter
©NSPCC 2020 / All rights reserved.
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 
Registered charity England and Wales 216401 and Scotland SC037717. 
	

You are receiving this email because you have signed up to receive Case Reviews Update from the NSPCC. 

Please add us to your safe senders You are subscribed as ahillyer-thake@nhs.net

Unsubscribe from Case Reviews Update   |   Privacy and Cookie Policy	 
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EDITORIALS

Risks to children and young people during covid-19

pandemic

A shift in focus is needed to avoid an irreversible scarring of a generation

Peter Green chair

National Network of Designated Healthcare Professionals for Children, Children’s Department, St George’s University Hospital, London, UK

Measures being taken to control the spread of covid-19 are
causing what has been dubbed a “secondary pandemic”' of child
neglect and abuse. As one senior paediatrician summed it up:
“Children are perversely suffering for the benefit of adults.”

The need to reduce the clinical effect on adults is urgent.
However, in a very British fashion,’ the secondary harm being
done to the adults of the future, when there is already an
established child health crisis in the UK, is not being properly
considered. This must change.

Safeguarding risks

Since the start of the epidemic the normal finger pointing of
daily public discourse has been replaced by talk of collaboration,
the importance of humanity, and saving lives. But this
enlightened attitude lasts only up to a point. Behind the public
discussion lies an altogether different conversation. Lockdown
is the key word in this conversation, but subjecting vulnerable
children to nothing other than family contact for an extended
period sets up perfect conditions for a safeguarding failure.

Firstly, there is an increased opportunity for harm to befall
children. The pressure cooker of family life is a standing joke,
but it hangs on the truth that for some families staying at home
together increases the chances of child abuse and neglect. Then
there is the absence of any outside oversight. Without regular
access to professionals such as teachers, general practitioners,
health visitors, and social and youth workers, routine
opportunities to spot signs or narratives of safeguarding concern
are lost. Some social work staff have had to self-isolate,
stretching safeguarding teams and straining service delivery.

At the same time, the message to stay at home and fears of
infection have led to a nationwide decline in attendance at
emergency departments (25%)’° and general practice and a
consequent reduction of face-to-face consultations. Lastly, a
22% increase in supermarket alcohol sales in March,® which
can only be for domestic consumption at this time, underscores
the risk to children that the current regime represents.

Evidence that these concerns are not misplaced includes
increased calls to child support lines’ and increased police
attendance at domestic abuse incidents. Although imperfect,

petergreen2@nhs.net

these signals suggest that child safeguarding activity can be
expected to increase once the lockdown is removed and imply

a workload that must be planned for and funded. As well as
catching up on incomplete safeguarding business at the start of
isolation, support staff will face added work arising from
increased domestic risks. And to avoid an irreversible scarring
of a generation, this work must be aligned with an ambitious
plan to turn the corner of childhood outcomes for obesity, mental
health, and premature and preventable deaths.

This will come about only with a wholesale change in our
national approach to children. And it must start at the top. Only
when governmental voices speak regularly about their concerns
and plans for child welfare, with the same passion and at the
same time that they speak of their efforts to save adult lives,
will those who are constrained by the current silence feel
empowered to develop the strategies and make the investment
that can change the course of childhood wellbeing in the UK
for good.

Double assault

Children and young people must be engaged with, spoken to,
and guided into the future. Current declarations may be
necessary to save adult lives, but they fail to explain anything
in terms that children can understand and show no regard for
what they need. It is not unreasonable to suggest that, for the 1
million to 2.3 million vulnerable children in the UK,* many
weeks of isolation in homes—without any preparatory talk about
how their needs, whatever their infirmity or constraints, will be
met—will only lead to confusion, lack of confidence, and
increased anxiety. Breaking the mould of indifference is
possible, as has been shown in talks by the prime ministers of
Canada and New Zealand.” "’

Now that we have passed the peak of the pandemic, the talk in
the UK must shift to children. We need to use the continuing
deterioration of child health and the harm that this episode is
doing to reform our behaviour. The government should come
out of this episode striving to save its reputation as an agency
fixed on adult success and biased against children. The actions

For personal use only: See rights and reprints http://www.bmj.com/permissions

Subscribe: http://www.bmj.com/subscribe
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to deal with this doubling of the assault on child wellbeing must 5 Thornton J. Covid-19: A&E visits in England fall by 25% in week after lockdown. BMJ
2020;369:m1401. 10.1136/bmj.m1401 32253175
start now. 6  Ellson A. Coronavirus: bingeing Britons buy 20% more alcohol for lockdown. Times 2020

Mar 31. https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/coronavirus-bingeing-britons-buy-20-per-cent-
more-alcohol-for-lockdown-njh6jn55q

Competing interests: We have read and understood BMJ policy on declaration of 7 Hennessy M. “Isolated at home with their tormentor”: Childline experiences increase in

interests and have no relevant interests to declare. calls since closure of schools. The Journal 2020 Mar 20. https://www.thejournal.ie/childline-
calls-coronavirus-5053104-Mar2020/

Provenance and peer review: Not commissioned; not externally peer reviewed. 8 Children’s Commissioner. Childhood vulnerability in England2019. https://www.

childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childhood-vulnerability-in-england-2019/

9 Prime minister appeals to Canadian children to follow social distancing rules. CBC News
2020 Mar 22. https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/justin-trudeau-tells-kids-to-follow-social-
distancing-rules-1.5506113

10 New Zealand prime minister Jacinda Ardern confirms Easter Bunny. You Tube 7 Mar
2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C64c-PZ9-CE

1 Adams C. Is a secondary pandemic on its way? Institute of Health Visiting, London, 6
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Dear All 



In this month's newsletter you will find:



*	Guidance/Information for Local Authorities on delivering children’s social care during COVID-19

*	Internet safety message from Kate Dixon, Director of School Quality and Safeguarding at the Department for Education

*	Innovation Programme Transitional Funding in 2020/21: Multi-million support for vulnerable children during COVID-19

*	The National House Project - Press Release

*	Essex County Council - Press Release

*	The Supporting Families, Investing in Practice Programme

*	Strengthening Families and Protecting Children Programme

*	NHS open for business

*	Essential workers: apply for a coronavirus test

*	The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel

*	Youth Endowment Fund (YEF)



  



*	Local practice examples sent to DfE by local areas and sector guidance  

*	Example of local practice sent to Ofsted

*	Local Practice on supporting care leavers

*	Safeguarding Partners role in ensuring all children and families get the support they need during the current pandemic and examples of local practice 

*	Bexley Statutory Safeguarding Partners - case study

*	Early Intervention Foundation (EIF) - COVID-19 and early intervention Evidence



  



*	Innovation Programme website



	

Guidance/Information for Local Authorities on delivering children’s social care during COVID-19

Local Authorities on delivery children’s social care 



*	An updated copy of the operational guidance that has been issued to LAs

*	A list of all published COVID-19 guidance and resources for children’s services

*	A copy of the Secretary of State for Education letter to DCS’s following his announcement on Sunday 19 April 2020, click here



 

***
 

Care Leaving Funding announcements
We have been working hard to ensure that care leavers are recognised as a priority group for additional support from local and central government during this period, as reflected in the Secretary of State’s announcement, above. In addition, you may be interested to see:  



*	A copy of the press notice on additional funding for Innovation Programme projects and the 2020/21 funding allocations for Staying Put/PA extension; 

*	A copy of the grant determination letter for Staying Put; 

*	A copy of the grant determination letter on Funding for personal adviser support for care leavers to age 25.



  

***
 

Access to devices/data/connectivity for disadvantaged children and young people (including care leavers) during COVID-19 



*	A copy of the email to local authorities (LAs) accessing technology support for disadvantaged children and young people (including care leavers) during COVID-19, is available here
 

*	Briefing on how local authorities can access the new devices and data



	

Internet Safety: Message from Kate Dixon, Director of School Quality and Safeguarding at the Department for Education
There has never been a more important time to think about keeping children safe online.
Many children are engaging with their education online and in some cases, as a result of the lockdown measures, will be spending more time online socialising. The Department for Education is asking you to take the opportunity, wherever possible, to emphasise to parents and carers the importance of having online safety conversations with their children. We would also encourage you to signpost parents and carers to the following resources:
  



*	thinkuknow provides advice from the National Crime Agency (NCA) on staying safe online

*	The Department for Education’s closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers, signposts parents to trusted providers and detailed advice on keeping children safe online. It includes how to have age appropriate conversations with children about online safety, home filters, age appropriate parental controls and risks of platforms and apps

*	The government’s Support for parents and carers to keep children safe from online harms (includes advice about specific harms such as online child sexual abuse, sexting, and cyberbullying)

*	The government’s Support to stay safe online, includes advice about security and privacy settings, blocking unsuitable content, and parental controls

*	The National Cyber Security Centre has also published guidance on using video conferencing services safely and securely



	

 

	

Innovation Programme Transitional Funding in 2020/21: Multi-million support for vulnerable children during COVID-19

On 24 April 2020 Government announced extra support to keep children at risk of neglect or abuse safe during the Coronavirus outbreak with a multi-million support package for vulnerable children during COVID-19.  Read the full announcement here



	

 

The National House Project has a vision to help young people leaving care to create their own home and support those young people to live independently and have fulfilling lives.  Please click here to read their recent press release. 	



Essex County Council, in partnership with Hertfordshire and Norfolk County Councils, received an additional £1.1million from the Department for Education (DfE) to continue work to support young people in care and their families.  To find out more please click here 	

	

The Supporting Families, Investing in Practice Programme has been paused from April 2020 to allow LAs to prioritise their resources on protecting vulnerable children during the COVID19 crisis. Helping our public services to cope with the current emergency and ensuring that vulnerable children remain protected is a top priority for all of us.   
 
We value and firmly believe in the potential of the projects scaled up through the programme to keep children and families together, but we are aware that for many areas this is too challenging at this time. We expect the pause will last for four months, with a first review of this decision after two months. 	

Strengthening Families, Protecting Children Programme
After consulting with a number of the programme participants, the Department for Education has decided to pause the Strengthening Families, Protecting Children programme temporarily.  The programme pause will help to ensure that local authorities are able to prioritise vital resources to deliver frontline work to safeguard and promote the welfare of vulnerable children and provide continuity of care in the event that the workforce is significantly affected by COVID-19.
 
The pause will last for four months, with a first review of this decision after two months. 	

	

 

	

NHS Open for Business
Please promote the following message to parents and carers about the importance of continuing to access health services:  The NHS remains open for children and adults who are unwell or who have any worrying symptoms. If a parent or carer is worried about the health of child, the advice is: if you are worried about your child for whatever reason, contact NHS 111 or your family doctor for urgent advice, or 999 in an emergency. If a professional advises you to go to hospital, please do follow their advice and go to hospital. 	

Essential workers: apply for a coronavirus test
If you're an essential worker who is self-isolating (not able to leave home), you can now apply for you and your household to get tested for coronavirus (COVID-19).  To find out more click here 	

	

	

The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel 

As lockdown continues, we know that safeguarding partners are working hard to protect children across the country. The Panel continues to meet remotely every two weeks to consider rapid reviews and remains agile to respond to any trends relating to child safeguarding during Covid-19.
 
Previous guidance released by the Panel has asked that the rapid review is expedited where there is a child death or serious injury in the context of abuse and neglect, and Covid-19 is a strongly related factor. Please do continue to contact the Panel mailbox if you have any queries or questions about rapid reviews or publication of local learning reviews in these unprecedented times.
 
We are progressing the work we set out in our annual report, albeit in a slower timeframe, but we do not want to lose the focus on the lessons we can learn from serious child safeguarding incidents. This includes planning for the publication of our second national review into Sudden Unexpected Death in Infants (SUDI) this summer. Despite the overall decrease in the number of babies dying in this way, the Panel continues to see a worrying number of cases. There has been a shift towards these tragedies happening mainly in families whose circumstances put them at risk of harm, not just of SUDI, but of several other adverse outcomes. Now, more than ever, it is critical to engage families with children at risk of harem so they can embed safer sleeping advice. Therefore, our second national review on SUDI will suggest a framework for local safeguarding partners to use to strengthen their practice, as well as making national recommendations.

Karen Manners QPM,  interim chair of the independent Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel.
  	

	

Youth Endowment Fund (YEF) 



*	Recent launch of second round of YEF.

*	£6.5m for work with sector to support vulnerable children

*	Looking for work that can be set up quickly. There are two criteria: 



*	 first is to help reach and support vulnerable children at risk of youth violence, at a time when many of the services they rely on have closed or are severely restricted.

*	The second is to identify the best ways to reach and support vulnerable children under the current social distancing and stay-at-home guidelines.  



*	Organisations in England and Wales supporting children at risk of youth violence will be able to apply for funding of £25,000 and over. The funding can be used to adapt their services to digital and virtual delivery, deliver face-to-face work in schools (including activities that help vulnerable young people to return to school) or through detached youth work, whilst adhering to social distancing and stay-at-home guidelines.

*	50% of funding reserved for charities





For more information click here 

	

 

	

Local practice examples sent to DfE by local areas and sector guidance  
 
Over recent weeks we have seen some very innovative practice in response to this unprecedented set of circumstances. Here are some examples from local authorities that others might find interesting: 
  



*	putting school attendance on the agenda of social workers: a newly developed risk assessment form which facilitates a conversation around decisions about vulnerable children and their attendance at school 

*	a weekly newsletter to schools to raise awareness of vulnerable children 

*	checking in on those children and young people who have exited children’s services in the past 56 months

*	adjustments to case management systems to record whether physical or virtual visits are being undertaken and the basis on which the decision is made 

*	using social media to encourage young people to talk to each other and who to contact if they are worried or concerned about the welfare and safety of a friend.



 
A number of organisations have published practice guidance to help local authorities and front-line workers to protect and support children at this time. The Principal Child and Families Social Worker Network and Social Work England have published some guides on ethics, risk assessments and virtual meetings here.  Research in Practice has also provided access to materials about social care practice in the time of Covid 19   



	

Example of local practice sent to Ofsted

Some local authorities (LAs) are taking a very proactive approach to tracking children at risk of domestic abuse (the process was initiated in response to a reduction in the number of referrals). Local authorities have identified children that may be at risk but are not currently on social worker ‘watch lists’ by reviewing details of families discussed as part of multi-agency risk assessment conferences (MARAC) over the last six months and cross-referenced details against families that have been flagged with multiple referrals. This process has helped one LA identify 219 children that may be locked down in households with perpetrators of domestic abuse (45 of these children considered to be of greatest concern). From this, the LA has developed individual risk assessments and plans for each of these children, beginning with those believed to be most at risk. 	

Local Practice on supporting care leavers during COVID-19 and local authority responses, for more information click here

We hope you find this information useful.  If you are supporting care leavers who do not have access to a device or internet connection, please encourage/support them to get in contact with their local authority, which is responsible for allocating devices.
 
Finally, we’d like to thank you for helping to keep us informed about the situation on the ground. We will keep you updated if there are any other further information or announcements that you should know about. 	

	

Safeguarding partners have a key role is ensuring all children and families get the support they need during the current pandemic. We would be extremely grateful if safeguarding partners could spare some time to let us know how your safeguarding partners are responding together to the challenges of safeguarding children in the context of Covid-19. We are looking for practice examples which can be shared, and help inform policy decisions. You can contact us through our mail box: safeguarding.reform@education.gov.uk

Statutory Safeguarding Partners: Responses to safeguarding during Covid-19 

Examples of practice from safeguarding partners: 



*	Snapshot Multi Agency Assurance survey with all relevant agencies to provide assurance to the Executive, identify good practice and areas for development.

*	Sharing of business continuity plans to provide further assurance and share information and signposting to all.

*	Virtual meetings of Safeguarding Partners held more frequently -  focusing on safeguarding issues which especially benefit from all partners to problem solve and finding a way forward. The response to Domestic Abuse, for example, has been addressed by jointly reviewing national messages, data from all partners, community safety colleagues and multi-agency DA teams.

*	Initial Child Protection Conference / review conferences partnership spreadsheet and weekly meetings - including Health, Police, IRO Managers and Children’s Social Care to ensure coverage of Initial Child Protection Conference and review conferences to identify issues and discuss family engagement.

*	Reviewing together safeguarding issues as they play out, but also invest in thinking and planning ahead for when the area comes out of lockdown and the likely challenges.

*	Spreading good practice across police areas through their connections with neighbouring Safeguarding Partners.

*	Working with relevant agencies and the wider community - Partners have been bringing in wider partners and together functioning as the main Covid-19 coordination of response, others have joining wider strategic meetings – either approach has been used to use the structures to build on existing Safeguarding Partners relationships and create new ones.



	

Bexley Statutory Safeguarding Partners: Response to safeguarding during Covid-19. For more information click here 	

Early Intervention Foundation (EIF)
 

In April 2020 EIP released a publication - Covid-19 and early intervention Evidence, challenges and risks relating to virtual and digital delivery.  The publication is available here (word version here) 

	

 

	

	

The Innovation Programme website

Want to learn more about Innovation Programme projects?
 
You can keep up-to-date with the latest developments from all of our Innovation Programme projects via our website.
  

 

	

	

	

	

	

	

Want to hear more about Innovation Programme projects?



You can keep up-to-date with the latest developments from all of our Innovation Programme projects via our twitter feed. Our twitter handle is @csc_innovation or view the Innovation Programme website. 
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Masterclass: Safeguarding Adults at Risk Level 3 - NHS Level 4

		From

		Kerry Tarrant

		To

		HILLYER-THAKE, Anneliese (NHS ENGLAND & NHS IMPROVEMENT - X24)

		Recipients

		ahillyer-thake@nhs.net



Dear Anneliese

I hope you are keeping safe and well. 

I am pleased to let you know about the forthcoming Safeguarding Adults at Risk Level 3 - NHS Level 4 training taking place in London on Monday 14th September 2020.

This one day masterclass, facilitated by Christine Moody, Associate Facilitator, The Athena Programme will enable you to focus in detail, on the various forms of abuse that can take place and develop a better understanding of who is an adult at risk, who the potential abusers are, and the actions you must take where abuse is disclosed (safeguarding thresholds). 

This course examines the concept of vulnerability and the safeguarding of adults at risk in a variety of situations –some of which are regulated under the Care Standards Act 2000.This course will help you in analysing legislation and regulatory frameworks surrounding inter-agency collaboration including The Care Act 2014, the Care and Support Statutory Guidance, Mental Capacity Act 2005 Code of Practice,the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and Safeguarding Adult Reviews.

For the full programme content visit www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/conferences-masterclasses/masterclass-safeguarding-adults-at-risk-level-3-nhs-level-4 

To book your place either: 
1. Book online, or
2. Email Jayne@hc-uk.org.uk 

We hope you are able to attend and look forward to seeing you.

Regards 
Kerry 
  
Healthcare Conferences UK 
www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk 

Healthcare Conferences UK wishes to thank our customers for their involvement in the COVID-19 response.

   

If you do not want to receive Healthcare Conferences UK email updates about this specific event please let us know. 
If you do not want to receive any Healthcare Conferences UK email updates about events relevant to you and exclusive subscriber discounts and the chance to win free places on our events, then please let us know. 
*Terms and conditions. Offer only applies to bookings on the above conference and is not available to commercial organisations. Discounts are not valid in conjunction with any other offer from Healthcare Conferences UK or the HC-UK Conferences group (including the credit card discount) and are for new bookings only, we are unable to offer refunds on booked places. Bookings are subject to payments made, strictly 30 days from date of invoice. 
Cancellations - A refund, less a 20% administration fee, will be made if cancellations are received, in writing, at least 4 weeks before the conference. We regret that any cancellation after this cannot be refunded, and that refunds for failure to attend the conference cannot be made, but substitute delegates are welcome at any time.
Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd, 8 Wilson Drive, Ottershaw, Surrey KT16 ONT. Company Reg No: 7696820
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Modern Slavery elearning

		From

		coordinator@aspartnership.org.uk

		To

		coordinator@aspartnership.org.uk

		Recipients

		coordinator@aspartnership.org.uk



Good morning



 



Please see below a message from Unseen UK regarding online Modern Slavery training. Please do share this amongst your networks.



 



We are delighted to launch our new CPD-accredited online training course for front-line professionals whose work may bring them into contact with victims of modern slavery. It is ideal for those working in local authority departments, social care, healthcare, housing, police, legal services, NGOs and the voluntary sector. Containing real-life case studies from the Modern Slavery Helpline, this interactive course trains front-line workers on how to spot the signs of slavery and take action using the National Referral Mechanism.



 



The cost advertised online is £65 per individual. Group discounts offering significant savings are available for small and large organisations. Contact training@unseenuk.org for a quote for your organisation. 



 



Individual enrolments can be purchased here: https://unseen.learnworlds.com/



 



Kind regards



 



Hilary Agg



Anti-Slavery Partnership Coordinator



0303 040 2888



www.aspartnership.org.uk



Please note that my role as Coordinator is part time and I may not always be able to respond to your message immediately. If you enquiry is urgent, please call the number above. 







This e-mail and its attachments may contain Anti-Slavery Partnership proprietary information, which is PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, or subject to COPYRIGHT belonging to the Anti-Slavery Partnership. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this e-mail to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or action taken in relation to the contents of and attachments to this e-mail is STRICTLY PROHIBITED and may be UNLAWFUL. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete the original and any copy of this e-mail and any printout. Thank you.
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Modern Slavery Unit Newsletter - 12 May 2020

		From

		Modern Slavery Unit

		To

		HILLYER-THAKE, Anneliese (NHS ENGLAND & NHS IMPROVEMENT - X24)

		Recipients

		ahillyer-thake@nhs.net



 



 



12 May 2020



 



Dear Stakeholder,



We will continue to use these newsletters as a weekly update on issues related to COVID-19 and wider modern slavery developments. 



Please share this link with others who would like to be added to the mailing list. If you have any queries about this update, please let us know at NRMReform@homeoffice.gov.uk 



This newsletter includes updates on:



*	Funding 

*	Key worker testing 

*	Child victims

*	National Referral Mechanism statistics user feedback survey

*	Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre call for research proposals



 





Funding



 



We thought it would be helpful to provide clarity on the £1.73 million funding for victims of modern slavery which was announced on 2 May.  Given the importance of ensuring this funding reaches victims quickly and provides the services necessary to respond to the pandemic, this funding will support the organisations who directly work with victims under the Victim Care Contract who have been identified through the National Referral Mechanism (NRM). The funding will be used to enable organisations to change how they provide support to victims during this time, including ensuring the right accommodation is available, that victims can receive their financial assistance safely, and that support services and therapies can be accessed remotely. This will include the provision of data packages, telephone and computer hardware and software. This funding will be crucial in ensuring victims remain safe and supported during this unprecedented time.  



We recognise the wide-ranging support offered by charities and organisations outside of the Victim Care Contract and welcome the opportunity for these organisations to bid for funding through the £370 million Big Lottery Community Fund, also announced by the Chancellor last month. We expect guidelines on criteria for these bids to be made available imminently through the website and will continue to signpost information we receive on this fund. 



 





Key worker testing



 



All individuals working on the direct management and delivery of the Victim Care Contract are included in the definition of key workers for the purposes of accessing COVID-19 testing. Testing is available on a self-referral basis if a key worker or member of their household has coronavirus symptoms. You can find more information on access to testing here. 



We have already received positive feedback from support workers under the Victim Care Contract who have been able to take up this service where receiving a negative test result has enabled them to return to work earlier than would otherwise have been possible. 



 





Child victims



 	 

Child victims of modern slavery continue to be supported by Local Authorities and their multi-agency partners in line with their wider responsibility for the safety and welfare of all children in their area. In early adopter sites, the Independent Child Trafficking Guardian (ICTGs) service is also working flexibly to continue to provide effective and responsive support remotely – both to trafficked children and the professionals supporting them. This includes the 24/7 Support Line (0800 043 4303), which can provide immediate response to those seeking advice and guidance. Further updates on the ICTG service can be found on Twitter @Barnardos_NCTS.



 



 	  	 



National Referral Mechanism user feedback survey



 	 

We would like the thank those who responded to the NRM statistics user feedback survey. We received 50 responses from a range of stakeholders and are in the process of reviewing the feedback gathered. Further information on the results of the survey will be published in due course and we expect to begin making some initial changes in the 2020 Q1 publication. 



 





Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre call for research proposals



 	 

The Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre (the Modern Slavery PEC) has today issued its first two pre-calls for research proposals focused on the impact of COVID-19 on modern slavery practices, and on survivor support and recovery. Further information on the call requirements, eligibility, and how to apply can be found on the Arts and Humanities Research Council website. The call for survivor recovery research will open from 18th May 2020. The call for the impact of COVID 19 research call will open on the 1st June 2020. 



 



 	 

Thank you for your continued support during these challenging times. The Home Office and The Salvation Army will continue to share updates through this newsletter on our work to support victims of modern slavery throughout the pandemic, and we continue to welcome your engagement on these issues. 



You can sign up here to be added to the mailing list. If you have any queries about this update or you have any feedback that you would like us to reflect on for future newsletters please let us know at NRMReform@homeoffice.gov.uk.



 	 

Best wishes,



Modern Slavery Unit
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