22th May 2020 NHSE Covid Safeguarding Newsletter

*******Please Note: This newsletter will discontinue in its current format and frequency as of the 29th May 2020********** 

This is a #COVIDSafeguarding support special edition. Please find attached and links below. Please share with your partners.
Please also use FuturesNHS Safeguarding #COVID Safeguarding for up to date news and publications.

Attached: NHS E/I. Weekly Roundup
Attached: National mental Capacity Forum. Webinar Flyer 03/06/20
Attached: Home Office. Independent Review Consultation 
Attached: 39 Essex Chambers. Mental Capacity Newsletter May 20
Attached: Home Office. Modern Slavery Newsletter May 20

Queen’s Nurse Institute. Professional Guidance to General Practice Nursing: https://www.qni.org.uk/news-and-events/news/new-professional-guidance-to-support-general-practice-nurses-in-the-covid-19-pandemic-published/ 
Gov. Safeguarding in schools, colleges and other providers: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers 
Gov. Funding for Domestic abuse and sexual violence: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-funding-for-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-support-services 
Gov. Countering online child sexual exploitation: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/countering-online-child-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-during-the-coronoavirus-covid-19-pandemic? 
Gov. Guidance for schools and other educational settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-schools-and-other-educational-settings 

MCA/LPS legal updates 
Court of Protection. MCA Decision making Webinar 28/05/20: https://www.cpba.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CPBA-Webinar-28-May-2020.pdf 
39 Essex Chambers. Updated NHS guidance on MHA and ‘supporting systems’ – and Code of Practice: https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/updated-nhs-guidance-on-mha-and-supporting-systems-and-code-of-practice/ 
39 Essex Chambers. Best interests, death at home and the Court of Protection: https://www.mentalcapacitylawandpolicy.org.uk/best-interests-death-at-home-and-the-court-of-protection/ 





Best wishes 
Anneliese 

Anneliese Hillyer-Thake
Head of Safeguarding Transformation




Nursing Leadership and Quality (South West)
NHS England and NHS Improvement
Jenner House, Langley Park
Chippenham, Wiltshire
SN15 1GG
Mobile: 07918368464


Email: ahillyer-thake@nhs.net
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Welcome to the May 2020 Mental Capacity Report. Highlights this month include:



(1) In the Health, Welfare and Deprivation of Liberty Report: the Court of Protection, COVID-19 and the rule of law; best interests and dying at home; and capacity and silos (again);



(2) In the Property and Affairs Report: further guidance from the OPG in relation to COVID-19 and an unusual case about intestacy, minority and the Court of Protection;



(3) In the Practice and Procedure Report: the Court of Protection adapting to COVID-19; remote hearings more generally; and injunctions and persons and unknown;



(4) In the Wider Context Report: National Mental Capacity Forum news, and when can mental incapacity count as a ‘status?’;



(5) In the Scotland Report: further updates relating to the evolution of law and practice in response to COVID-19. We also note that 9 May 2020 was the 20th anniversary of the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 receiving Royal Assent.



You can find all our past issues, our case summaries, and more on our dedicated sub-site here. If you want more information on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which we frequently refer to in this Report, we suggest you go to the Small Places website run by Lucy Series of Cardiff University.

Click here for the full report.

Best wishes,

Alex, Tor, Neil, Annabel, Katie, Nicola, Katherine and Simon 
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This week our CovidSafeguarding partnership has been exploring the voice of the child and young person during the pandemic and some of the key messages can be found below. 



We have worked with our NHS Youth Expert Advisors, who have spoken with a number of youth organisations during the pandemic and have summarised their key concerns below:



· Mental health/wellbeing – 

· Need support for mental health

· Need support for those with existing health conditions

· Seen that because the virus affects young people less we shouldn’t be worried but we are worried about how it affects our families

· Support with work life balance

· Young people are really feeling the mental load, feeling very much lonely and excluded. This is exacerbated by the fact that there is an expectation for young people to keep the morale up this period due to the fact that they are a low-risk group for getting infected.

· Young people not having the ability to visit their place of worship and that effect of that on their wellbeing

 

· Educational and employment support –

· Many young people are getting into serious debt

·  Panic over school exams

·  Missing out on proms

·  Saying good bye to peers

· Lack of services to help with decision re accessing further education

· No information on transition from secondary to sixth form or primary to secondary

· Universities have taken different approaches - don’t know the impact this will have

· Home schooling is difficult as you don’t get all the information you need

· For many young people it becomes impossible to pay their rent, while others have had to evacuate from their student dorms without taking their belongings



· Loneliness and isolation – 

· Young carers and young people with chronic illnesses don’t have any escape from their homes which can be a stressful environment

· Lack of freedom, feeling trapped in negative spaces, 

· Lack of financial independence

· Damaging home lives

· Young people made to stay home with abusive family members- domestic violence and abuse increasing due to the intensity and stress of the situation







Other answers included:

Dealing with routine changes, accessibility, grief, who to keep active and keep up hobbies, how to make a difference, switching off screens, caring responsibilities.  



Children in care/ Care Leavers



“Finding it hard as a #CareLeaver seeing everyone moaning about not having their family on a temporary basis. We don’t have them all of the time. See how hard it is? I know I shouldn’t feel like this, but still.. I do”



One in ten (13%) children in care, and almost one in ten (9%) care leavers said that they have not been in contact with their social worker, or personal adviser since the lockdown started. Almost a third (30%) of children in care had only been in contact once. 

(National Youth Advocacy Service ‘Our lives in lockdown’ Survey of care experienced children and young people during Covid 19)



“I’m a care leaver in halls at uni, lockdown was announced and everyone went home. I don’t have a ‘home’ I’m here all alone.”



Four in five (86%) care leavers, and two in five (45%) children in care are feeling more anxious during the lockdown. (NYAS ‘Our lives in lockdown’ survey)



“My social worker has other priorities, I have not seen them since this lockdown started”



Young Carers

[image: ]

“I have no way of proving I’m a young carer, I’ve been turned away from the priority hour at some supermarkets” 



Young carers are highlighting concerns around loneliness, feeling more isolated during Covid than they did before. Their usual peer support structures and physically having protected time away from the person they are caring for is not available during lockdown.



They feel scared to go out/ or are shielding- that going out may put the person they are caring for at increased risk.



Young carers are having to manage not only their own feelings during Covid and lockdown but also those of the people they are caring for, who are often a parent and/or sibling. 



“There is nothing in place to take me away from being a carer anymore. I’m worried about how I’ll cope.”



We have been given permission to share a poem and artwork depicting how some young people are feeling during the pandemic. 





[image: ]ISOLATION by Becca (Young Carer Health Champion)



Isolation these days is the only way to be,

Scared and alone, not knowing what’s going on in the mess,

[image: ]
Onwards we must go so just breathe and count to 10,

Loneliness is the killer here, no more no less,

Attention to the detail is to just try your very best,

Time will be upon us soon when freedom comes calling,

Inside your heart and mind it might feel like you are falling,

Onwards we must go so just breathe and count to 10

No one can take your freedom not me nor them. 

Stay safe, Save lives





 



Artwork by Francesca, aged 17
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"I do the stuff that mummy can't do when she's
breathless.”

8 year old Phoebe is a for her mum. She
spoke on this week about her caring role

during the lockdown
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20 May 2020



 



Dear Stakeholder,



We continue to use these newsletters as a weekly update on issues related to COVID-19 and wider modern slavery developments. We recognise the importance of regular communication with our stakeholders especially at this time. 



The Home Office and The Salvation Army are working together to use this newsletter to bring you up-to-date information on our support to victims and updates on the latest policy changes during COVID-19.  Please continue to direct any COVID-19 specific questions to Rachel Smith (rachel@humantraffickingfoundation.org) and Anna Sereni (A.Sereni@antislavery.org) to inform our policy and operational response. 



This newsletter provides an update on:



*	The Modern Slavery Strategy and Implementation Group

*	Flyers for First Responders and organisations not designated as First Responders

*	Victim Care Contract support during the COVID-19 pandemic  



*	For individuals that receive a positive Conclusive Grounds decision

*	For individuals that receive a negative decision 

*	Access to wider support



*	Asylum and victims of modern slavery

*	Support Worker provision

*	Mental Health for Support Workers



 





The Modern Slavery Strategy and Implementation Group 



 



The Modern Slavery Strategy and Implementation Group (MSSIG) continue to meet virtually during this time. MSSIGs support implementation of the UK Government’s modern slavery agenda through collaboration and engagement between the Government, Devolved Administrations, NGOs and businesses. There are six thematic MSSIG groups covering different strands of the modern slavery strategy, including Law Enforcement, Prevent, Transparency in Supply Chains, Victim Support, International and Children. On Thursday 14 May, the chairs of the six thematic groups met, along with representatives from the Home Office Modern Slavery Unit, Devolved Administrations and Office of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. The meeting was hosted by Unseen, and the group discussed the implications of COVID-19 on each group’s work and opportunities for collaboration. The group agreed that core MSSIG meetings will take place quarterly, from July 2020 onwards and Home Office Modern Slavery Unit will be in touch with MSSIG representatives to arrange dates.



 





Flyers for First Responders and organisations not designated as First Responders



 



We are aware that victims may be approaching and accessing different support services during the COVID-19 pandemic, and as we reported in a previous newsletter, we have developed a flyer on ‘spotting the signs’ for staff who are not First Responders. This includes information on what to do if they encounter a potential victim of modern slavery. We have disseminated this information as widely as possible, including using the local networks of the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, The Salvation Army, and the Human Trafficking Foundation newsletter. As a result, we know of at least six potential victims of modern slavery who have been identified by frontline workers working in food banks where our flyer was distributed. We want to thank colleagues for their work in getting this important information to those that need it, to ensure victims are identified during the pandemic and get the support they need.  



We have developed a similar resource that outlines the responsibilities of First Responders during this period and reiterates how victims can be referred into support. We are sharing the flyers widely and both can be found attached – please continue to cascade as appropriate.



 



 	 



Victim Care Contract support during the COVID-19 pandemic 



 	 

Our number one priority during the COVID-19 pandemic is the safety and security of victims in the Victim Care Contract (VCC), and ensuring survivors have access to the support as set out in the Modern Slavery Statutory Guidance, in line with our obligations under The Council of Europe Convention on Action against Human Trafficking.



Existing policies, such as the extension request mechanism and Recovery Needs Assessments (RNAs), ensure that support is available for vulnerable victims of modern slavery when they need it. This includes during the COVID-19 pandemic. We have written to The Salvation Army today highlighting the use of these policies and asking that all support providers be reminded of their continued availability to victims. 



For individuals that receive a positive a Conclusive Grounds decision 



It is important that we continue to facilitate the recovery of victims of modern slavery and build upon the progress that they have made whilst in the VCC to start rebuilding their lives. Where safe and appropriate, this includes transition to mainstream support services. The RNA process continues to operate as a helpful tool to structure a conversation about the victim’s future. Support workers will continue to conduct RNAs for those in outreach and VCC accommodation with a positive Conclusive Grounds decision. RNAs are being conducted remotely in line with advice from Public Health England. Where there is an exceptional need that requires face to face engagement, support workers will facilitate this with social distancing measures in place. The RNA process continues to include assessing the victim’s ongoing recovery needs arising from their modern slavery experience and identifying how these needs can be best met through a tailored transition plan.



We recognise that other types of suitable support which could usually be accessed by the victim to meet their recovery needs, for example local authority housing, mainstream benefits, asylum support, and social services under the Care Act 2014, may have been impacted by COVID-19. Support workers are considering the current availability of alternative support services when conducting RNAs and in making support recommendations to the Home Office. Similarly, the Home Office will consider the wider impact of COVID-19 when making RNA decisions. Where possible, arrangements for the victim to access alternative services should still be progressed.



In addition, victims accommodated in VCC accommodation will be able to remain where they are until at least the 6 July 2020. This policy will be reviewed before the end of June in respect of the Government’s latest COVID-19 advice.



For individuals that receive a negative decision 



After a negative decision, support workers can file an extension request where required, as set out in the Statutory Guidance. The provision of extension requests exists in recognition that there are circumstances in which some adults are not able to leave VCC support safely and securely at the end of their move-on support period. Extension requests are considered on a case-by-case basis and would not normally be granted where they are requests for support that could be provided through another service. However, we recognise that in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, local authorities and other service providers as set out above may need to take difficult decisions about how they meet their responsibilities for care and support and perform their statutory functions. Extension requests continue to be submitted during this time, and the wider impact of COVID-19 on local services will be considered by the Home Office when making decisions on extension requests.



In addition, the policy change announced on 6 April means individuals who receive a negative Conclusive Grounds decision, and who are accommodated in the VCC, will have continued access to this accommodation until at least the 6 July 2020. The policy will be reviewed before the end of June in respect of the Government’s latest COVID-19 advice.



Access to wider support 



Support providers are finding pragmatic ways to continue working safely with victims of modern slavery during this difficult time. Support providers are being encouraged to contact the dedicated Care Quality Commission (CQC) e-mail address where there are issues in securing victims’ access to regulated health services overseen by CQC. 



Extra funding has been allocated to cover reasonable requirements where service providers need to source replacement provisions or services due to restrictions on external services during the lockdown. This has included money allocated to enable individuals to access English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) classes online and for children to access teaching resources from their schools.



Access to legal advice remains possible for individuals through a virtual format, and the Legal Aid Agency are committed to continue to provide support to the legal aid sector to maintain levels of service while identifying new more flexible ways of working.  More information on this can be found here.



 



 	  	 



Asylum and victims of modern slavery



 



The Home Office are continuing to make and serve decisions on asylum cases where there is enough information to do so and to review these decisions on a case by case basis, including consideration of safeguarding. Access to support will continue whilst decisions are pending.



 





Support Worker provision



 



Contingency arrangements are in place to provide for additional staff costs should current staffing levels drop because of infection to a level which could impact support delivery. As a result of measures which include remote working where possible, infection levels amongst staff have remained low. The introduction of COVID-19 testing for support workers is proving helpful in enabling staff who have developed potential symptoms to minimise absence if their test result is negative. 



 





Mental Health for Support Workers



 



In recognition of the need to ensure staff wellbeing and preserve mental and physical stamina during lockdown, support providers are making sure staff know about the avenues available to them to seek support and encouraging them to do so where appropriate. The Government and NHS England are working closely with Mental Health Trusts to ensure those who need them have access to mental health services, maximising the use of digital and virtual channels to keep delivering support. For those with severe needs or in crisis, NHS England has instructed all NHS mental health trusts to establish 24/7 mental health crisis lines, clearly accessible from trust websites. 



 



 	 

We recognise the importance of stakeholder engagement, now more than ever, which is why we continue to provide updates at stakeholder convened meetings such as the Human Trafficking Foundation Forum meetings and law enforcements meetings. We have regular engagement with the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner at both ministerial and senior official levels. 



We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support so far through this unusual and difficult time, and to reassure you that we continue to consider and implement the best ways to support both potential victims of modern slavery and staff working to protect them.  



You can sign up here to be added to the mailing list. If you have any queries about this update or you have any feedback that you would like us to reflect on for future newsletters please let us know at NRMReform@homeoffice.gov.uk.



 



Best wishes,



Modern Slavery Unit
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If you would like to be removed from this email mailing list, click here.



You can find more information on how we manage data in our Privacy Notice.
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%meomce MODERN SLAVERY AND COVID-19: What to do if you are a First Responder
As a First Responder you are able to identify and refer potential victims of modern slavery into support. This flyer helps

set out how to do this during the COVID-19 outbreak. Help and support is still available for victims of modern slavery.

SPOT THE SIGNS OF MODERN SLAVERY MAKE A REFERRAL
It can be challenging to identify a potential victim of modern slavery and potential As a First Responder if you encounter a potential victim of modern slavery you have
victims may be reluctant or unable to come forward themselves. a Duty to Notify the Home Office. This is usually done by referring them into the NRM

if they are a child or a consenting adult.
A potential victim of modern slavery may:

*  Show signs that their movements are being controlled [m] [w] Allreferrals to the NRM should be made using the online portal:

*  Show fear or anxiety E 5 https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start

» Allow others to speak for them when addressed directly If an adult potential victim does not give their consent, you still have a
* Look malnourished, unkempt or have untreated injuries E:ﬁ duty to notify the Home Office using the same online portal.

* Not be in possession of their passports or other travel documents, as these
documents are being held by someone else

* Not have control of their own money or bank accounts

* Believe they must work against their will

STAY SAFE DURING COVID-19

If you encounter a potential victim you must ensure your own safety and the safety

of the potential victim. Before making a request for support to The Salvation Army

(TSA), you should ask the potential victim if they have or have come into contact

with anyone who has COVID-19 symptoms and should inform TSA accordingly. If

you encounter a potential victim displaying symptoms, you should follow the
safeguarding procedures set out by your organisation and relevant PHE guidance.

HELP AND SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO VICTIMS

* Adults can access a range of support across the UK if they give their consent
to enter the National Referral Mechanism.

« Children receive support through local authorities. Any potential child victim
must be referred to local children’s services urgently, and a referral made to the The Modern Slavery Act 2015 Statutory Guidance gives full details
National Referral Mechanism, once the child is safeguarded. of the support available and how it can be accessed.

Call the police on 999 if there is an immediate risk of harm.
If the potential victim is a child, you must contact the local authority with safeguarding responsibility.

Notify the Home Office - Refer children and consenting adults to the NRM using the online portal.

The Salvation Army’s confidential 24/7 referral helpline on 0800 808 3733 will provide advice on getting support to potential victims.

=]
% For more information on COVID-19 and modern slavery follow the QR code or visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-

g 19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery
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MODERN SLAVERY AND COVID-19: What to look out for and how to get help

Modern slavery is a harmful and hidden crime and its victims may be especially isolated and hidden from

view during the COVID-19 outbreak. However, help and support is available for victims of modern slavery.

SPOT THE SIGNS OF MODERN SLAVERY

It can be challenging to identify a potential victim of modern slavery and
potential victims may be reluctant or unable to come forward
themselves. That is why it is important for frontline staff to look out
for signs of modern slavery.

A potential victim of modern slavery may:

Show signs that their movements are being controlled

Show fear or anxiety

Allow others to speak for them when addressed directly

Look malnourished, unkempt or have untreated injuries

Not be in possession of their passports or other travel documents,
as these documents are being held by someone else

Not have control of their own money or bank accounts

Believe they must work against their will

Be subjected to violence or threats of violence against themselves
or against family members and loved ones

HELP AND SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO VICTIMS

» Adults can access a range of support across the UK if they give their
consent to enter the National Referral Mechanism.

« Children receive support through Local Authorities. Any potential child
victim must be referred to local children’s services urgently, and a referral
made to the National Referral Mechanism, once the child is safeguarded.

The Modern Slavery Act 2015 Statutory Guidance gives full

details of the support available and how it can be accessed.

Only First Responders can refer potential victims to support.
First Responders Organisations include the police, Local
Authorities, UK Visas and Immigration, Border Force,
Immigration Enforcement and specified non-governmental I
organisations (NGOs). If you are not a First Responder, you &3
can contact a First Responder Organisation, such as the i
police, or visit the QR code for a full list of organisations.

Have you encountered someone who may be a potential victim of modern slavery? You don’t need to be sure that modern slavery is taking
place or fully understand the types and definitions to report your concerns. Call the police on 101 if you suspect modern
slavery, or 999 if there is an immediate risk of harm. The Salvation Army’s confidential 24/7
referral helpline on 0800 808 3733 will provide advice on getting support to potential victims.

: For more information on COVID-19 and modern slavery follow the QR code or visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-
% 19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery





Adults%20Adult%20victims%20can%20access%20a%20range%20of%20support%20across%20the%20UK%20if%20they%20give%20their%20consent%20to%20enter%20the%20National%20Referral%20Mechanism%20(see%20below).%20Children%20Support%20for%20child%20victims%20of%20Modern%20Slavery%20is%20provided%20through%20LocalAuthorities.Any%20potential%20child%20victim%20must%20be%20referred%20to%20local%20children’s%20services%20urgently,%20and%20a%20referral%20made%20to%20the%20NRM,%20once%20the%20child%20is%20safeguarded.%20The%20government’s%20statutory%20guidance%20on%20the%20Modern%20SlaveryAct%20(2015)%20gives%20full%20details%20of%20the%20support%20available%20and%20how%20it%20can%20be%20accessed:%20https:/assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data%20/file/875281/March_2020_Statutory_Guidance_under_the_Modern_Slavery_Ac_2015.pdf
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Dear Stakeholder,



We continue to use these newsletters as a weekly update on issues related to COVID-19 and wider modern slavery developments. We recognise the importance of regular communication with our stakeholders especially at this time. 



The Home Office and The Salvation Army are working together to use this newsletter to bring you up-to-date information on our support to victims and updates on the latest policy changes during COVID-19.  Please continue to direct any COVID-19 specific questions to Rachel Smith (rachel@humantraffickingfoundation.org) and Anna Sereni (A.Sereni@antislavery.org) to inform our policy and operational response. 



This newsletter provides an update on:



*	The Modern Slavery Strategy and Implementation Group

*	Flyers for First Responders and organisations not designated as First Responders

*	Victim Care Contract support during the COVID-19 pandemic  



*	For individuals that receive a positive Conclusive Grounds decision

*	For individuals that receive a negative decision 

*	Access to wider support



*	Asylum and victims of modern slavery

*	Support Worker provision

*	Mental Health for Support Workers



 





The Modern Slavery Strategy and Implementation Group 



 



The Modern Slavery Strategy and Implementation Group (MSSIG) continue to meet virtually during this time. MSSIGs support implementation of the UK Government’s modern slavery agenda through collaboration and engagement between the Government, Devolved Administrations, NGOs and businesses. There are six thematic MSSIG groups covering different strands of the modern slavery strategy, including Law Enforcement, Prevent, Transparency in Supply Chains, Victim Support, International and Children. On Thursday 14 May, the chairs of the six thematic groups met, along with representatives from the Home Office Modern Slavery Unit, Devolved Administrations and Office of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. The meeting was hosted by Unseen, and the group discussed the implications of COVID-19 on each group’s work and opportunities for collaboration. The group agreed that core MSSIG meetings will take place quarterly, from July 2020 onwards and Home Office Modern Slavery Unit will be in touch with MSSIG representatives to arrange dates.



 





Flyers for First Responders and organisations not designated as First Responders



 



We are aware that victims may be approaching and accessing different support services during the COVID-19 pandemic, and as we reported in a previous newsletter, we have developed a flyer on ‘spotting the signs’ for staff who are not First Responders. This includes information on what to do if they encounter a potential victim of modern slavery. We have disseminated this information as widely as possible, including using the local networks of the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, The Salvation Army, and the Human Trafficking Foundation newsletter. As a result, we know of at least six potential victims of modern slavery who have been identified by frontline workers working in food banks where our flyer was distributed. We want to thank colleagues for their work in getting this important information to those that need it, to ensure victims are identified during the pandemic and get the support they need.  



We have developed a similar resource that outlines the responsibilities of First Responders during this period and reiterates how victims can be referred into support. We are sharing the flyers widely and both can be found attached – please continue to cascade as appropriate.



 



 	 



Victim Care Contract support during the COVID-19 pandemic 



 	 

Our number one priority during the COVID-19 pandemic is the safety and security of victims in the Victim Care Contract (VCC), and ensuring survivors have access to the support as set out in the Modern Slavery Statutory Guidance, in line with our obligations under The Council of Europe Convention on Action against Human Trafficking.



Existing policies, such as the extension request mechanism and Recovery Needs Assessments (RNAs), ensure that support is available for vulnerable victims of modern slavery when they need it. This includes during the COVID-19 pandemic. We have written to The Salvation Army today highlighting the use of these policies and asking that all support providers be reminded of their continued availability to victims. 



For individuals that receive a positive a Conclusive Grounds decision 



It is important that we continue to facilitate the recovery of victims of modern slavery and build upon the progress that they have made whilst in the VCC to start rebuilding their lives. Where safe and appropriate, this includes transition to mainstream support services. The RNA process continues to operate as a helpful tool to structure a conversation about the victim’s future. Support workers will continue to conduct RNAs for those in outreach and VCC accommodation with a positive Conclusive Grounds decision. RNAs are being conducted remotely in line with advice from Public Health England. Where there is an exceptional need that requires face to face engagement, support workers will facilitate this with social distancing measures in place. The RNA process continues to include assessing the victim’s ongoing recovery needs arising from their modern slavery experience and identifying how these needs can be best met through a tailored transition plan.



We recognise that other types of suitable support which could usually be accessed by the victim to meet their recovery needs, for example local authority housing, mainstream benefits, asylum support, and social services under the Care Act 2014, may have been impacted by COVID-19. Support workers are considering the current availability of alternative support services when conducting RNAs and in making support recommendations to the Home Office. Similarly, the Home Office will consider the wider impact of COVID-19 when making RNA decisions. Where possible, arrangements for the victim to access alternative services should still be progressed.



In addition, victims accommodated in VCC accommodation will be able to remain where they are until at least the 6 July 2020. This policy will be reviewed before the end of June in respect of the Government’s latest COVID-19 advice.



For individuals that receive a negative decision 



After a negative decision, support workers can file an extension request where required, as set out in the Statutory Guidance. The provision of extension requests exists in recognition that there are circumstances in which some adults are not able to leave VCC support safely and securely at the end of their move-on support period. Extension requests are considered on a case-by-case basis and would not normally be granted where they are requests for support that could be provided through another service. However, we recognise that in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, local authorities and other service providers as set out above may need to take difficult decisions about how they meet their responsibilities for care and support and perform their statutory functions. Extension requests continue to be submitted during this time, and the wider impact of COVID-19 on local services will be considered by the Home Office when making decisions on extension requests.



In addition, the policy change announced on 6 April means individuals who receive a negative Conclusive Grounds decision, and who are accommodated in the VCC, will have continued access to this accommodation until at least the 6 July 2020. The policy will be reviewed before the end of June in respect of the Government’s latest COVID-19 advice.



Access to wider support 



Support providers are finding pragmatic ways to continue working safely with victims of modern slavery during this difficult time. Support providers are being encouraged to contact the dedicated Care Quality Commission (CQC) e-mail address where there are issues in securing victims’ access to regulated health services overseen by CQC. 



Extra funding has been allocated to cover reasonable requirements where service providers need to source replacement provisions or services due to restrictions on external services during the lockdown. This has included money allocated to enable individuals to access English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) classes online and for children to access teaching resources from their schools.



Access to legal advice remains possible for individuals through a virtual format, and the Legal Aid Agency are committed to continue to provide support to the legal aid sector to maintain levels of service while identifying new more flexible ways of working.  More information on this can be found here.



 



 	  	 



Asylum and victims of modern slavery



 



The Home Office are continuing to make and serve decisions on asylum cases where there is enough information to do so and to review these decisions on a case by case basis, including consideration of safeguarding. Access to support will continue whilst decisions are pending.



 





Support Worker provision



 



Contingency arrangements are in place to provide for additional staff costs should current staffing levels drop because of infection to a level which could impact support delivery. As a result of measures which include remote working where possible, infection levels amongst staff have remained low. The introduction of COVID-19 testing for support workers is proving helpful in enabling staff who have developed potential symptoms to minimise absence if their test result is negative. 



 





Mental Health for Support Workers



 



In recognition of the need to ensure staff wellbeing and preserve mental and physical stamina during lockdown, support providers are making sure staff know about the avenues available to them to seek support and encouraging them to do so where appropriate. The Government and NHS England are working closely with Mental Health Trusts to ensure those who need them have access to mental health services, maximising the use of digital and virtual channels to keep delivering support. For those with severe needs or in crisis, NHS England has instructed all NHS mental health trusts to establish 24/7 mental health crisis lines, clearly accessible from trust websites. 



 



 	 

We recognise the importance of stakeholder engagement, now more than ever, which is why we continue to provide updates at stakeholder convened meetings such as the Human Trafficking Foundation Forum meetings and law enforcements meetings. We have regular engagement with the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner at both ministerial and senior official levels. 



We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support so far through this unusual and difficult time, and to reassure you that we continue to consider and implement the best ways to support both potential victims of modern slavery and staff working to protect them.  



You can sign up here to be added to the mailing list. If you have any queries about this update or you have any feedback that you would like us to reflect on for future newsletters please let us know at NRMReform@homeoffice.gov.uk.



 



Best wishes,



Modern Slavery Unit



 	 



UNSUBSCRIBE:
If you would like to be removed from this email mailing list, click here.



You can find more information on how we manage data in our Privacy Notice.
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%meomce MODERN SLAVERY AND COVID-19: What to do if you are a First Responder
As a First Responder you are able to identify and refer potential victims of modern slavery into support. This flyer helps

set out how to do this during the COVID-19 outbreak. Help and support is still available for victims of modern slavery.

SPOT THE SIGNS OF MODERN SLAVERY MAKE A REFERRAL
It can be challenging to identify a potential victim of modern slavery and potential As a First Responder if you encounter a potential victim of modern slavery you have
victims may be reluctant or unable to come forward themselves. a Duty to Notify the Home Office. This is usually done by referring them into the NRM

if they are a child or a consenting adult.
A potential victim of modern slavery may:

*  Show signs that their movements are being controlled [m] [w] Allreferrals to the NRM should be made using the online portal:

*  Show fear or anxiety E 5 https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start

» Allow others to speak for them when addressed directly If an adult potential victim does not give their consent, you still have a
* Look malnourished, unkempt or have untreated injuries E:ﬁ duty to notify the Home Office using the same online portal.

* Not be in possession of their passports or other travel documents, as these
documents are being held by someone else

* Not have control of their own money or bank accounts

* Believe they must work against their will

STAY SAFE DURING COVID-19

If you encounter a potential victim you must ensure your own safety and the safety

of the potential victim. Before making a request for support to The Salvation Army

(TSA), you should ask the potential victim if they have or have come into contact

with anyone who has COVID-19 symptoms and should inform TSA accordingly. If

you encounter a potential victim displaying symptoms, you should follow the
safeguarding procedures set out by your organisation and relevant PHE guidance.

HELP AND SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO VICTIMS

* Adults can access a range of support across the UK if they give their consent
to enter the National Referral Mechanism.

« Children receive support through local authorities. Any potential child victim
must be referred to local children’s services urgently, and a referral made to the The Modern Slavery Act 2015 Statutory Guidance gives full details
National Referral Mechanism, once the child is safeguarded. of the support available and how it can be accessed.

Call the police on 999 if there is an immediate risk of harm.
If the potential victim is a child, you must contact the local authority with safeguarding responsibility.

Notify the Home Office - Refer children and consenting adults to the NRM using the online portal.

The Salvation Army’s confidential 24/7 referral helpline on 0800 808 3733 will provide advice on getting support to potential victims.

=]
% For more information on COVID-19 and modern slavery follow the QR code or visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-

g 19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery
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MODERN SLAVERY AND COVID-19: What to look out for and how to get help

Modern slavery is a harmful and hidden crime and its victims may be especially isolated and hidden from

view during the COVID-19 outbreak. However, help and support is available for victims of modern slavery.

SPOT THE SIGNS OF MODERN SLAVERY

It can be challenging to identify a potential victim of modern slavery and
potential victims may be reluctant or unable to come forward
themselves. That is why it is important for frontline staff to look out
for signs of modern slavery.

A potential victim of modern slavery may:

Show signs that their movements are being controlled

Show fear or anxiety

Allow others to speak for them when addressed directly

Look malnourished, unkempt or have untreated injuries

Not be in possession of their passports or other travel documents,
as these documents are being held by someone else

Not have control of their own money or bank accounts

Believe they must work against their will

Be subjected to violence or threats of violence against themselves
or against family members and loved ones

HELP AND SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO VICTIMS

» Adults can access a range of support across the UK if they give their
consent to enter the National Referral Mechanism.

« Children receive support through Local Authorities. Any potential child
victim must be referred to local children’s services urgently, and a referral
made to the National Referral Mechanism, once the child is safeguarded.

The Modern Slavery Act 2015 Statutory Guidance gives full

details of the support available and how it can be accessed.

Only First Responders can refer potential victims to support.
First Responders Organisations include the police, Local
Authorities, UK Visas and Immigration, Border Force,
Immigration Enforcement and specified non-governmental I
organisations (NGOs). If you are not a First Responder, you &3
can contact a First Responder Organisation, such as the i
police, or visit the QR code for a full list of organisations.

Have you encountered someone who may be a potential victim of modern slavery? You don’t need to be sure that modern slavery is taking
place or fully understand the types and definitions to report your concerns. Call the police on 101 if you suspect modern
slavery, or 999 if there is an immediate risk of harm. The Salvation Army’s confidential 24/7
referral helpline on 0800 808 3733 will provide advice on getting support to potential victims.

: For more information on COVID-19 and modern slavery follow the QR code or visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-
% 19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery





Adults%20Adult%20victims%20can%20access%20a%20range%20of%20support%20across%20the%20UK%20if%20they%20give%20their%20consent%20to%20enter%20the%20National%20Referral%20Mechanism%20(see%20below).%20Children%20Support%20for%20child%20victims%20of%20Modern%20Slavery%20is%20provided%20through%20LocalAuthorities.Any%20potential%20child%20victim%20must%20be%20referred%20to%20local%20children’s%20services%20urgently,%20and%20a%20referral%20made%20to%20the%20NRM,%20once%20the%20child%20is%20safeguarded.%20The%20government’s%20statutory%20guidance%20on%20the%20Modern%20SlaveryAct%20(2015)%20gives%20full%20details%20of%20the%20support%20available%20and%20how%20it%20can%20be%20accessed:%20https:/assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data%20/file/875281/March_2020_Statutory_Guidance_under_the_Modern_Slavery_Ac_2015.pdf


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-victims-of-modern-slavery








image4.emf
Independent Review  - Counter Terrorism and Sentencing Bill introduction.msg


Independent Review - Counter Terrorism and Sentencing Bill introduction.msg
Independent Review - Counter Terrorism and Sentencing Bill introduction

		From

		PreventAreas

		To

		Prevent Education Officers; Prevent HEFE Regional Coordinators; Prevent Priority Area Coordinators; Prevent Regional Health Coordinators; Prevent Regional Police Contacts

		Cc

		Prevent Coordinator Line Manager Contacts; OSCT Prevent Local Delivery and Communications; LDC Prevent Account Managers

		Recipients

		PreventEducationOfficers@homeoffice.gov.uk; PreventHEFERegionalCoordinators@homeoffice.gov.uk; PreventPriorityAreaCoordinators@homeoffice.gov.uk; PreventRegionalHealthCoordinators@homeoffice.gov.uk; PreventRegionalPoliceContacts@homeoffice.gov.uk; PreventCoordinatorLineManagerContacts@homeoffice.gov.uk; OSCTPreventLocalDeliveryandCommunications@homeoffice.gov.uk; LDCPreventAccountManagers@homeoffice.gov.uk



Dear all,



 



As you are aware, the recruitment competition for the new Independent Reviewer of Prevent is currently live (open until 1 June). A full and open process will take several months, which will have implications for the Reviewer’s ability to meet the existing legislative timescale for completing the Review by the 12 August 2020.



 



As such today the Government has included, within the Counter Terrorism and Sentencing Bill, a measure to remove this existing statutory deadline for the Review, while maintaining the legislative commitment to undertake it. This is to ensure that the new Reviewer has sufficient time to complete the Review. The press release for the new Bill is here if you’d like more information: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/14-year-minimum-jail-terms-for-most-dangerous-terror-offenders



 



The Government is committed to the Independent Review of Prevent and aims for it to be completed, alongside a Government response, by August 2021.



 



Best regards,



 



Prevent Areas



 



**********************************************************************
This email and any files transmitted with it are private and intended
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.
If you have received this email in error please return it to the address
it came from telling them it is not for you and then delete it from your system.
This email message has been swept for computer viruses.
********************************************************************** 
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Dear all,



 



As you are aware, the recruitment competition for the new Independent Reviewer of Prevent is currently live (open until 1 June). A full and open process will take several months, which will have implications for the Reviewer’s ability to meet the existing legislative timescale for completing the Review by the 12 August 2020.



 



As such today the Government has included, within the Counter Terrorism and Sentencing Bill, a measure to remove this existing statutory deadline for the Review, while maintaining the legislative commitment to undertake it. This is to ensure that the new Reviewer has sufficient time to complete the Review. The press release for the new Bill is here if you’d like more information: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/14-year-minimum-jail-terms-for-most-dangerous-terror-offenders



 



The Government is committed to the Independent Review of Prevent and aims for it to be completed, alongside a Government response, by August 2021.



 



Best regards,



 



Prevent Areas
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Please join NMCF members for the final event;



Wednesday 3 June

4:30 - 5:30pm 





National Mental Capacity Forum

Covid-19: ‘Public Health and Human Rights’







Registration is FREE and places are limited 



To register for a place, please visit https://essex-university.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ttlTGvoqQFSc52UeVnn9Uw















The National Mental Capacity Forum (NMCF) will hold the final of three rapid-response online meetings focussing on the challenges of ensuring both protection for public health and respect for human rights raised during the COVID - 19 pandemic. 
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The National Mental Capacity Forum (NMCF) will hold the final of three rapid-response online meetings focussing on the challenges of ensuring both protection for public health and respect for human rights raised during the COVID - 19 pandemic. 
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