Actions for practices delivering the COVID-19 Vaccination Enhanced Service as part of a PCN Grouping – a reminder
1. The following information is a reminder of the instructions set out in our letter of 30 September.

1. Practices should ensure they have access to the GP COVID-19 vaccine dashboard. The dashboard is accessed via smartcard and instructions on access and user guides are available here. Any issues in accessing the dashboard should be raised with ssd.nationalservicedesk@nhs.net. 

1. From 4 October, practices should review the indicative practice level list of patients in the GP COVID-19 vaccine dashboard. This supports identification of patients via NHS number that national coding data suggest may be eligible for a third primary dose. This is a non-exhaustive list and due to coding and challenges of identifying a complex cohort of patients there may be additional eligible individuals not listed identified by the practice. The full list of eligible individuals is included at Annex A of the letter. 

1. Where they have not already done so, practices should contact patients identified via the GP COVID-19 vaccine dashboard or local searches of their registered list by 11 October and offer a third primary dose through their PCN with consideration to the optimal timing and interaction with any treatment as set out by the JCVI. As per JCVI advice, the third dose should usually be at least 8 weeks after the second dose but with flexibility to adjust the timing so that, where possible, immunosuppression is at a minimum when the vaccine dose is given.

1. NHS Trusts have also been asked to identify all patients eligible for a third primary dose within their care and offer a vaccination, at an appropriate time, at the NHS Trust. To support this process, on 5 October we wrote to NHS Trusts via the chief pharmacist network asking that secondary and tertiary dispensing records should be used to identify patients that may be eligible for a third primary dose, and this data should be reviewed by specialist care groups and Trust pharmacy teams to confirm eligibility.  Where it is not possible for the NHS Trust to offer a vaccine on site, it is expected a consultant letter will be sent directly to the patient, copied to their GP, to support vaccination elsewhere. This action has been requested to ensure all patients can access a vaccination as quickly as possible to ensure maximum protection. 

Recording of the doses

1. From 14 October, functionality will be available in practices’ COVID-19 Point of Care system to record 3rd primary doses. Until this is available, you are reminded that 3rd doses must be marked as a "Booster" in your Point of Care system. Please do not use the 1st dose or 2nd dose fields to record these vaccines as the individual receiving the 3rd dose should already have received a 1st and 2nd dose. 

1. Records marked as “booster” will be retrospectively amended through a national process to ensure that the third primary dose is accurately recorded as such. This will ensure distinction is made between a third primary dose and a booster dose and that individuals are invited for any subsequent doses should that be recommended.

Actions for GP Practices not delivering the COVID-19 vaccination Enhanced Service – a reminder
1. The following information is a reminder of the instructions set out in our letter of 30 September.

1. Practices that are not delivering the COVID-19 vaccination enhanced services should share a list of eligible patients, with their local commissioner (CCG) by 11 October so that these patients can be invited to book an appointment. This request is necessary for the reasons of public interest.

Practices should review the indicative practice level list of severely immunosuppressed available on the GP COVID-19 dashboard when compiling their list.  This is a non-exhaustive list and due to coding and challenges of identifying a complex cohort of patients there may be additional eligible individuals not listed identified by the practice. The dashboard is accessed via smartcard and instructions on access and user guides are available here. Any issues in accessing the dashboard should be raised with ssd.nationalservicedesk@nhs.net



