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SW region Primary Care (POD) outbreak risk assessment outline for workplace transmission of COVID 19

Are there 2 or more LFD or PCR Covid 19 positive
staff that are in the workplace?

(If there are not 2 or more cases in the workplace
then this does not fulfil the definition criteria of an
outbreak)

NO

—>

If this still leaves 2 or more staff members
affected, are the individuals linked in the
workplace, e.g. on the same shifts?

YES

Complete the incident reporting form and
return to Primary Care Commissioning
Team:
england.pharmacysouthwest@nhs.net
england.optometrysouthwest@nhs.net
england.swdental@nhs.net

YES NO

NO

Have any individual members of staff
been exposed to a known Covid positive
person outside of the workplace and this
is the likely route of transmission?

2

1. Have there been any lapses in hand hygiene
and respiratory hygiene practices? Handwashing
video If no, continue to question 2

It is unlikely that this is a healthcare
outbreak. Complete the incident
reporting form and return to Primary Care
Commissioning Team as above

2. Have there been lapses in staff being able to
maintain a 2-metre distance within the premise,
or to and from the workplace (e.g. car sharing),
without mitigations e.g. solid dividing screens
(surgical masks are not sufficient outside of the
immediate working environment) Working safely
and COVID-19: management of staff in health
settings If no, continue to question 3

3. Have there been any lapses in cleaning and
enhanced cleaning, for example, frequent
cleaning of door handles, toilet flushes, cupboard
doors, kettle handle and fridge doors and
communal areas after each use, and/or lack of
appropriate disinfectant wipes? |IPC guidance

HSE workplace advice during Covid If no, continue
to question 4

4. Have there been any lapses in the cleaning of
shared workstations and equipment after each
use? If no, continue to question 5

5. Are there staff rooms being used that are not
set up for social distancing of 2 metres. If no,
continue to question 6

6. Have there been lapses in the correct donning
and doffing of PPE and/or in clinical/non-clinical
PPE being used appropriately? Non-AGP PPE
Dental AGP PPE If no, continue to question 7

7. Is there a lack of flow of ventilation or any
ventilation or air-conditioning equipment not
maintained according to manufacturer’s
guidance, even in non-clinical spaces? Ventilation
information and see section 8/9/10 specific for
dental practices IPC dental appendix

—> NO

YES

Exclude this/these individuals as it is
unlikely that they would be part of the
healthcare outbreak. Complete the
incident reporting form and return to
Primary Care Commissioning Team as
above.

YES

There is a risk that workplace
transmission has occurred. Complete the
outbreak/incident reporting form and
return to Primary Care Commissioning
Team who will contact you to complete
an IIMARCH form.

It is unlikely that this is a healthcare

outbreak. Complete the incident
reporting form and return to Primary Care
as above
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886217/Best_practice_hand_wash.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/886217/Best_practice_hand_wash.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-non-aerosol-generating-procedures
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/954834/Infection_prevention_and_control_guidance_dental_appendix.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/954690/Infection_Prevention_and_Control_Guidance_January_2021.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/cleaning/index.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emg-role-of-ventilation-in-controlling-sars-cov-2-transmission-30-september-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emg-role-of-ventilation-in-controlling-sars-cov-2-transmission-30-september-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/954834/Infection_prevention_and_control_guidance_dental_appendix.pdf

